
#Team	  Mopra	  

How	  Catherine	  Lost	  Her	  Mind	  

&	  Gained	  a	  Community	  



How	  NOT	  to	  do	  science!	  
  CSIRO	  Budget	  cuts	  in	  2014	  meant	  that	  	  

Mopra	  would	  be	  shut	  down	  at	  the	  end	  

of	  2015	  (and	  Parkes	  soon	  after).	  	  

  ALMA,	  CTA,	  ASKAP,	  other	  next-‐gen	  telescopes	  all	  

need	  guide	  surveys	  to	  find	  objects.	  	  

  Mopra	  is	  the	  only	  telescope	  can	  survey	  the	  South.	  	  



  So	  late	  last	  year,	  I	  jokingly	  suggested,	  	  

“Well,	  what	  if	  we	  opened	  the	  Mopra	  

Telescope	  Consortium	  beyond	  the	  people	  on	  

the	  then-‐potential	  LIEF?”	  

  “What	  if	  we	  asked	  everyone	  to	  join	  in?”	  



Enter	  #Team	  Mopra	  

  Get	  the	  internet	  to	  rally	  around	  our	  telescope	  

and	  save	  it	  from	  closure!	  

  Get	  some	  neat	  swag	  and	  warm	  fuzzy	  feelings	  

  Get	  the	  science	  out	  there.	  	  

  Start	  a	  blog.	  	  



Enter	  #TeamMopra	  



Mopra	  Southern	  GP	  CO	  Survey	  

  12CO,	  13CO,	  C18O	  and	  C17O	  J	  =	  

1-‐0	  	  

  l	  =	  270	  –	  360o,	  |b|	  <	  0.5o	  	  

  0.6’	  Beam	  @	  0.1	  km/s	  

resolution	  

  Fast	  mapping	  =	  2	  sq	  deg	  

every	  4	  nights.	  	  

  Still	  need	  20	  square	  degrees!	  	  
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#Team	  Mopra	  Results!	  	  
  $93,374	  (before	  fees)	  

  $85,000	  (after	  fees,	  before	  goodies)	  

  >$60,000	  (after	  goodies)	  

  1.5	  months	  of	  observing	  time.	  (enough	  to	  fill	  

in	  those	  gaps.)	  



#TeamMopra	  swag	  



#TeamMopra	  catalogue	  



#TeamMopra	  –	  Thanks	  



#TeamMopra	  –	  Next	  Year	  
  We	  have	  ~10	  people	  wanting	  to	  join	  in	  and	  watch	  

observations	  with	  us	  (some	  via	  Skype).	  	  

  We	  have	  ~15	  public	  talks	  (some	  booked,	  some	  via	  

Skype).	  	  

  Open	  Day:	  June	  Long	  Weekend,	  Coona	  Starfest?	  	  

  “We”	  have	  promised	  accessible	  science:	  	  

–  Tutorials	  on	  data	  use	  

–  AladinLite	  maps	  for	  the	  public.	  



#TeamMopra	  -‐	  Legal	  

  Team	  Mopra	  Incorporated	  	  

–  Incorporated	  Association	  in	  NSW	  (Michael,	  Gavin,	  

Catherine,	  Anne	  and	  Balt	  on	  board)	  

– Charity	  for	  tax	  purposes	  (get	  GST	  refund,	  no	  income	  

tax	  for	  employees)	  –	  ACNC	  

–  Tax	  Deductable	  Gift	  Status	  –	  ongoing	  paperwork,	  

may	  be	  able	  to	  backdate	  for	  KS	  backers.	  



#TeamMopra	  -‐	  Tomorrow	  
  Current	  Status:	  152	  /	  1005	  rewards	  sent.	  	  

  Still	  awaiting:	  tshirts,	  patches,	  certificates.	  	  

  Need	  ~800	  postcards	  autographed.	  	  

  Need	  99	  boxes	  assembled.	  

  Meet	  10.30	  am	  upstairs.	  

(I’ll	  buy	  lunch.)	  	  	  


